Somerset Scouts County Jamboree

Notes to Scouts and Leaders

Dear Scouts and Leaders,

The following notes are intended to help you get the most out of your participation in the County Jamboree. They cover a number of important issues and should be read carefully prior to the camp.

Camping Competition

You will have been assigned to one of the sub-camps, each of which is taking the name of witches or wizards as its theme.  The camping competition is the main focus of the Jamboree and attached to these notes are examples of the marking and feedback sheets that the sub-camp teams will use to assess you. If you look through these sheets it will help you to make a kit list of the equipment you will need to gain the highest awards. e.g. Patrol tent, Store tents, Dining shelter, gadgets wood, notice board, and to see what is expected to gain the most awards.  It can generally be summarised though as the following.

· New site size will be 11m(front) by 15m (sides)

· Make sure that all your tents are pitched well, with pegs in straight lines and guy’s in line with the seams etc. and square to the site boundaries.

· Keep your site clean and tidy.  Make sure you do the washing up and put away all the food you have not used before going off to activities

· Make sure that food is correctly stored as this is very important from a health consideration. Menu should be well balanced e.g. fruit, fresh vegables and menus should be followed.

· Work as a team and make sure that each member of the patrol knows what their jobs are.  Also distribute the work fairly, prepare a rota and use it. ~Also make sure that your menu for the weekend is food that all the patrol like and that you know how to prepare it.

· Sufficient firewood is being provided for all patrols and you are encouraged to cook on wood fires.  It will be at the discretion of sub-camp teams to reduce marks if gas alone is used, as this is far easier to cook on and does not prove our total camping abilities. Please note that all fires must be of the altar type raised off the ground as no pits may be dug. All fires and cookers must not be within 2 metres of a shared boundary, and a fire bucket must be on site. Whilst gas is discouraged for the preparation of main meals it is obviously useful for making a pre bed supper brink and in the event of really inclement weather and should be provided if troops have sufficient equipment.

· A significant part of scout camping skills is the use of gadgets to make life easier and the following are probably a minimum which each patrol should be able to produce.

a. A dresser/washstand at which the washing up can be done and the patrol can wash (ok that may be expecting too much!)

b. Simple racks in the store tent to keep food and other equipment off the ground.

c. A well defined and sturdy boundary fence and a patrol site gate

d. Sturdy wet and dry waste disposal facilities.

There will be no gadget wood available for gadgets on the site.
· Rubbish is to be burnt where possible ALL other rubbish should be recycled.   We will be giving points for the recycled rubbish this year.  There will be regular rubbish collection made each day from the Sub Camps.

· Please observe safety precautions for axes and saws at all times and check the fact sheets concerning both before coming e.g. covers

If during the weekend you are having any problems talk to your sub-camp team. Although they are there to mark you they are also there to help and encourage you.

Camp Cooking Competition  

The cooking competition is held over two nights, the first round on the Saturday evening will be judged by the sub-camp staff, whilst an independent team will judge the second round.  If you are entering the cooking competition the following things need to be considered.

· All cooking must be done on wood fires, gas will not be allowed (remember this is a camp cooking competition!)

· If you enter the competition you will need to have a good menu for both nights

· The use of fresh meat and vegetables is encouraged and with this in mind you are welcome to make arrangements for parents or leaders to deliver meat on the Sunday afternoon.  This applies to all patrols, not just those taking part in the competition.

General Notes

The feedback sheets are for your benefit and have been prepared from many years of experience with marking Jamboree patrol sites.  If you do not understand what the problem is that the leaders have identified ask them to explain it to you.  You should also keep the feedback sheets as they will be useful to you and your leaders in future when preparing for other camping competitions or Jamborees

All patrols must have cool boxes for the storage of perishable food, and there will be facilities available for re-freezing of ice packs.  With this in mind the names of the scout, their patrol and sub-camp should be marked on the packs to ensure that the correct ones get given back. As stated in the cooking competition section the delivery of fresh meat on Sunday by leaders or parents is acceptable (better than a rash of stomach upsets!) but sub-camp teams should be informed about any such plans.

Gateway Competition

A trophy will be awarded to the best gateway design at the competition.  However please remember best is not always the biggest or the highest.

Tricia Sedgbeer

Sub Camp Co-ordinator.
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