1909 – 2009   
1st Taunton Wilton Scout Group
Wilton Beaver News….
We are very excited to have entered our 100th year of Scouting for Wilton Scout Group. 

For those who regularly visit the Wilton Scout Group web site you will be aware that the group are planning a whole year of celebratory events which the Beavers should be looking forward to. We will endeavour to keep you up to date with events via this news letter (pending the reliability of our computer). 

	Dates for your diary…

	Date
	Event

	Thurs 12th March
	‘100’ Games night + Welcome prep for investitures.

	Thursday 19th March
	Mothers day + Investitures

	Thursday 26th March
	Country code, Hiking etc

	Saturday 29th March
	Hikes away day with skittles and buffet. Holman Clavel.

	Thursday 2nd April
	Easter theme 

	Thursday 9th April
	Easter Hols – No Beavers

	Thursday 16th April
	Easter Hols – No Beavers

	Thursday 23rd April
	First night back (Possibly bike night)

	Sunday  26th April
	St. Georges day parade

	Thurs 30th April
	Possibly Safety night

	Saturday

9th May 
	Wilton group Ceilidh @ Parkfield School 6pm – 10pm

	10th May 
	9.45am  Wilton Centenary service @ Wilton Church. 

	Thursday 7th May
	Teddy camp fire blankets

	Thursday 14th May
	Huish woods 

	15th – 16th May
	Wilton Colony camp

	Thurs 11th June
	Huish Woods

	12th – 14th June 
	Taunton District Beaver camp

	20th – 21st June 
	Wilton Church festival of flowers, arts, crafts and music.

	September
	Family camp 


We are very pleased to welcome all those new Beavers (Alex, Luca, Mathew, Rowen, Harry, Ben) into our Colony and hope you will enjoy your time in the scouting movement. We have also had some Beavers go up to Cubs with more to follow at Easter – There will be a separate letters for those Beavers moving up to cubs, but good luck and enjoy it! 

Over the past few weeks we have:

· Had a games night;

· Had a challenge night (Defusing a bomb, Building towers etc)

· Discovered darkness (Negotiating obstacle courses, mapping the fire exit signs etc)

· Celebrated the Chinese new year with games and crafts

· Played the post box game and learnt about maps and compasses. 

· Done experiments (by making: a compass; floating; CD Hover crafts; Hot air balloons etc) for our experiment badge.
· Made eggy bread, egg experiments and flipped pancakes. 
· Achieved our air activities badge by making helicopters, planes, gliders and playing games to learn about different types of aircraft. 

We intend to hold our 1st Beaver Colony camp of the season at Huish Woods on 15th – 17th May 2009. Beavers will need to be accompanied by an adult with a scouting CRB. Separate camp letter enclosed. Please note we need to know who is coming and have monies paid (in cash) by Thursday 23rd April 2009 to enable us to book activities and make catering arrangements. We hope for this camp to be packed full of activities and will hopefully book Caving, Shooting, Ariel runway. We will also be doing crafts, wide games and of course a campfire. 
WELL DONE! – The Scout leader organised a centenary badge competition for the Beavers, Cubs and Scout sections of Wilton Scout Group. We were amazed at the high standard of the Beaver entries and delighted to win 1st and 2nd Prizes. 

1st Prize (Well done – Oliver)
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Thank you to those parents who have completed the Group Membership Form. It is important that we have up to date information to help us plan programmes and contact you. If any of the information you have provided changes, please let us know so that the forms can be updated. Thank you. 

It was apparent from the Beavers that attended the recent Group fun day at Huish Woods that they enjoyed the Air Rifle shooting. We would like to be able to offer this activity occasionally on Colony nights in the Scout Hut at Wilton Church Hall and on camps and activity days in the shooting range at Huish Woods. If you would like your child to take part in rifle shooting please complete the attached consent form so that we can append to your Childs membership form. Thank you. 
Oh what a party we had! Taunton District Beaver Party this year was as good as ever. We danced, played lots of games and enjoyed many sweets. Well done those who attended, it was great to see Wilton Beavers mixing with all the other colonies. 

Well done Shaun, Jacob and Oliver who were the only three Beavers to attend the Groups Church Parade on Sunday 8th March. Church services go towards your challenge badges.. Well done! 
We would like to all Beavers are actively encouraged to attend the Groups Service on 10th May 2009, where a Centenary Groups photograph will be taken. 

We are very pleased to be able to offer a wide range of adventurous and exciting activities to our Beavers and hope they get a lot of enjoyment from them. We are restricted (Scouting rules) to the number of children we can have in a Colony and have now reached that capacity (until some Beavers go up to Cubs at Easter). We also hold a waiting list and offer places in chronological order. We will always try are best to accommodate siblings and friends, but it does make it easier is they are on our waiting list. Please let us know of siblings (or friends) who would be interested in joining, so we can avoid any disappointment.  
CRB – Most parents will have either completed or are about to hand in their CRB forms. For this we thank you!  Again scouting rules require that Beavers be accompanied by a parent / adult with CRB clearance when camping. Wilton Scout Group intend to hold a centenary family camp in September, if there is more than one parent who wishes to attend this camp, please ensure that you have all Scouting CRB clearance. Remember it can take several months (during the summer period) to process the forms. 
There is a parent helper list on the Wilton Beavers notice board. Considering the number of children in the Colony your help is always very welcome. Let us know what you are able to offer (i.e. Help with activities, Supervision, Admin etc). Helpers should have CRB clearance.
Does anyone want a badge? We would like to offer all beavers who successfully achieve a short hike with us in Blackdown Hills on Sunday 29th March their Hikes away activity badge. To be presented over a game of skittles in the Holman Clavel public house.  The landlady has kindly offered to open the pub & skittle alley for exclusive use by the Beavers and their parents and has offered to provide a buffet supper. To assist with catering arrangements we would be grateful if you could let us know your food requirements when you pay. 

	Menu options

	Adults:

	
	Tuna baguette & chips 

	
	Cheese baguette & chips

	
	Ham baguette & chips

	
	Prawn baguette & chips

	Children:

	
	Cheese & tomato pizza & chips

	
	Chicken nuggets & chips

	
	


Monies to be paid (in cash please) by Thursday 19th March 2009. Please take some time to talk through and help your child pack a small day sac with useful stuff (Appropriate clothing – Warm / Wet Weather, footwear, Snacks and a Drink etc 
This years Taunton District Beaver Fun day and camp will be held at Huish Woods on Friday 12th June to Sunday 14th June. This is a really fun camp for Beavers from all over Taunton District. For those who have not been before we (Wilton Beaver Colony) camp together on the Beacon Field. This years theme is the Circus, so children will take part in wide games, camp fires and a whole host of other activities. A camp packed full of fun that should result in very happy and tired children. 

We are very pleased to attach an invite for the Beaver and their family to our group ceilidh at Parkfield School on Saturday 9th May (6pm – 10.30pm); and a Church Service at St. Georges Church Wilton on Sunday 10th May from 10am, where members will renew their promise and take part in a Centenary Group photograph. Full attendance and smart uniform would be very much appreciated. 

We feel very strongly that scouting should be fun, fun, fun… Thinking about our 100 years of scouting at Wilton, we thought we might set ourselves a challenge of attempting to play 100 different games throughout the year. This will not only be a challenge for the Beavers but also for us to think them up and fit them in to the programme at colony nights, camps, fun days etc. Do you know of a good game (or perhaps remember one you played as a child) that we might try out? We look forward to hearing from you. 
WANTED - You will also notice in the programme that we intend to make some camp fire blankets for our teddy bears, so that they may join us at the campfire on camp. Does any one have some old blankets that the beavers could cut to size for their teddys? 
That’s all for now folks…. Any ideas, thoughts, queries, offers of help… what ever please contact us in person, by phone or email. We look forward to hearing from you. 
Regards

Brock & Pip 

(01823) 365880
kajabevi@dsl.pipex.com 
