OPERATION TOMMY
 

"If you can't tell the difference how can we?" is the stark message from firearms officers who have launched a gun awareness campaign to highlight the dangers of possessing imitation firearms.
 
Imitation weapons present a significant risk to the force. Many are now carried by young people in a misguided attempt to reinforce their image or provide some form of self-protection. Firearms officers are engaging with parents, schools and communities to identify and publicise the threat imitation firearms pose. They are now willing to talk to older Scouts and Explorer Scouts. We are very fortunate that we have a Police firearms officer (Mark C) as an ABSL in the District and he is keen that we get a good turnout for this session. 
 

Officers have been visiting secondary schools to talk about the dangers of carrying imitation firearms that could trigger an armed response. This follows on from pupils at Fairfield High School, Bristol, joining forces with the police to make a dramatic DVD about the dangerous consequences of carrying a fake gun. 
 

Gun facts
· 48 percent of the 21,521 recorded crimes involving firearms in England and Wales in 2005/06, involved the use of air weapons. 
· Of all incidents requiring armed police attendance in Avon and Somerset 90% are found to involve imitation guns or air weapons. 
· Reports of firearms are significantly higher during the spring and summer months across the force. 
· Each time an armed response unit is called it costs your community £1,410 - the cost of 27 Bobbies patrolling your neighbourhood for an hour. 
Mark says "I know that many people have strong views on firearms.  The young person will have the opportunity to look at both real and Imitation firearms.  They will be able to look around an Armed Response vehicle and ask questions about the Avon and Somerset firearms unit and Mark's role.  Parents should be aware of the content of the evening, but permission is not required."
 

The session will be held at Tangier Scout & Guide Centre on Monday 13th October starting at 7.30, and last about 1½ hours. Please wear uniform. I would suggest that this is suitable for youngsters aged 12 upwards. 
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