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1st Taunton (Wilton) Scout Group

www.wiltonscouts.org.uk
Celebrating 100 Years : 1909 - 2009

Press Release

Wilton Scout Group Celebrate 100 Years of Scouting in Taunton

Wilton Scout Group, the oldest Scout group in Taunton, is celebrating its centenary this year and the group is keen to get in touch with any former members of Wilton who might be out there. Speaking for the group Jenny Hutt said “I can’t believe that we’ve done it. Over the years the troop has had some rocky times, but I am so pleased to see the group enter our centenary year in such good shape with a full complement of Beavers, Cubs and Scouts, not to mention leaders.”
The group has planned a whole year of various celebratory events, kicking off with a weekend of celebrations on the 9th and 10th of May with a party for all past and present members of the group and a service on the Sunday at which all the current Beavers, Cubs and Scouts will renew their Scout promises. 

Scout Leader Robin Harris said “Scouting is a worldwide movement that offers young people fun and worthwhile activities to do. It is fantastic to see the young people enjoying themselves whilst making new friends and learning new skills that will stay with them through life. It gives them the opportunity to develop in so many positive ways”. The group currently has around 90 members (boys and girls) spread fairly equally through the three sections – Beavers (age 6-8), Cubs (age 8-10.5) and Scouts (age 10.5-14). New members are always welcome.
They certainly seem to keep busy. Scouts Balfour Tunnock and James Young told me about all the activities they have done over the last few months. “I’d say the scuba diving was the best, I also enjoyed the caving”. “We’ve also been doing archery and air rifle which were quite good”. The troop also goes camping frequently, and has no fewer than 5 different camps on offer between now and the summer. Other activities they have recently enjoyed include climbing, canoeing, hiking and visiting the fire station.
When thinking about Scouts people often think of collecting badges. That may be part of it, but I found out that there is so much more to Scouting than that. In addition to the activities and the friendships built they are also keen to help others too. Recently the Cubs have been raising money for a Scout troop in Nepal, and the Scouts raised some funds for the Open Door homeless charity here in Taunton. They also try to help out around the local community – for example keeping the local churchyard tidy and trimmed.
The other sections haven’t been idle either. The cubs went camping in February, staying in a hall at Huish Woods where they enjoyed archery, shooting, climbing, cooking and lots of games in the woods. The Beaver colony, recently restarted by Jenny Shattock, has been discovering darkness, learning about maps and compasses and making helicopters and planes. Jenny Shattock, Beaver Scout Leader said "At the age of 6 to 8 years, Beaver Scouts are taking their very first step into the adventurous world of scouting. Beavers are encouraged to discover new experiences and challenges. We are really looking forward to a Centenary year of fun and exciting activities including: Hiking, camping, cooking, shooting, archery, wide games, woodland crafts, caving and not forgetting the traditional camp fires! We are restricted to the number of Beaver Scouts in the Colony, so are currently holding a waiting list for children wishing to join - and will do our best to offer them places as older Beavers move on to Cubs. If you would like to find out more please visit our web site or contact us direct"
Scouting first reached Taunton in 1909, just 2 years after Baden-Powell (the founder of the Scout Movement) held the first experimental camp on Brownsea Island. His ideas, which he published in a book called Scouting for Boys, were an immediate success. Soon groups of boys (and a few girls) were banding themselves together to form the first Scout Troops. Within just 2 years there were some 107,000 Scouts in the UK, and Scouting had already spread abroad. The first Troop recorded in Taunton was at the YMCA, although this troop later folded. Wilton was the second to be founded, and the oldest surviving group in the area. They were not alone however. Hot on their heels was Trull Scout Group, also celebrating their centenary this year.
During those early years camping and traditional Scouting skills seem to have featured heavily. Reports of displays that they put on for the public enacting dramatic rescues from ‘burning’ buildings and similar scenarios still exist. Scouts throughout the land made themselves useful during 2 world wars (see pictures).  On the outbreak of war on 4th August 1914 Wilton Scouts hastily packed up their summer camp at Porlock and reported for duty to patrol a 12 mile stretch of local railway.
In 1916, as the younger siblings of Scouts wanted a piece of the action, Cub Scouting was founded. It was not until much later in 1986 however that the youngest section, Beavers, joined the Scout movement. Over the years much has changed in Scouting – long gone are the hats and shorts you can see in those early photographs. Girls are now welcomed throughout the Scout movement. One thing that has never changed however is the enthusiasm and the sense of fun and adventure that runs through all their activities. 
Any former members or associates of Wilton Scout group are encouraged to get in touch with the current Scout Leader Robin Harris on 01823 282536 for more details about the forthcoming celebrations.
Illustrations: - all the early photos are believed to be of Wilton Scout troop and come from an album found in the District Scout archives at Tangier
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Performing Coastguard service – during the Great War Wilton Scouts (along with many other Scouts) assisted the war effort by patrolling railway lines, watching the coasts and many other small but valued efforts. A bicycle messenger squad was also formed in Taunton to assist the war effort and free older men for fighting duties.
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Wilton Scouts in 1910 constructing bicycle stretchers. Ambulance and first aid skills were highly valued by the early Scouts. 
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An early photo of Wilton Scout troop. 
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The troop camping at Stoke in 1911 – just 2 years after the troop was formed.
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A group of Scouts from May 1956
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Wilton Wolf Cub pack with leader Miss Reed in the 1920s
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On the way to Brownsea Island to visit the birthplace of Scouting
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Afloat on the Tone – raft building time!
Luke Durdan, Josh Hardman, Sam Rooks, Richard Walling
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Getting outdoors onto Dartmoor – resting at the fine clapper bridge at Postbridge
Toby Summerill, Matthew Amos, Bradley John and Charlie Harris
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Alex Grant on the climbing wall at Huish Woods
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Some enthusiastic cubs! 
Ben Sagar, James Young, Connor Chipp, Morgan Layton
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The Cubs and Scouts together on summer camp, visiting a Welsh coal mine
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All ready to climb!
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Luke Durdan enjoying the dodgems, a highlight of last summer camp
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The Scouts on the canal last weekend (Saturday 21st March). Benedict McLeod and Connor Chipp

Further sources of information:

Wilton Scout Group’s website: www.wiltonscouts.org.uk
National Scouting website: www.scouts.org.uk
Scouting history: http://www.scoutbase.org.uk/library/history/
50th anniversary article in Somerset County Gazette on 12th September 1959
75th anniversary article in Somerset County Gazette on 16 November 1984
