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Welcome to 1st Taunton Wilton

Beaver Scout Colony
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Thank you for expressing an interest in joining us at 1st Taunton Wilton Beaver Scout Colony. 

May we start by introducing ourselves? We (Jenny & Martin Shattock) are known to the Beavers as Pip & Brock.

We started as Beaver Scout Leaders in November 2007 and are committed to an ongoing leadership training program. 

We meet each Thursday at Wilton Church Hall from 5.30pm to 7.00pm.

Getting Started!

For the children, the most important thing is to come and try a few colony nights, have fun and make friends, before deciding if they want to make their promise and join the scouting movement as a Beaver Scout.  

We do not ask for any financial commitment from parents / carers over these first few weeks. 

Prior to Beavers making their promise parents will need to purchase:

· Beaver Uniform top (Dark coloured trousers are also available)

· Brown and white scarf

· Beaver Log book

· Wilton T-Shirt (available from us)

Most of these are available from the Scout Shop at Tangier Scout and 

Guide Centre (Ground floor, far end of building). 

The Shop is open Wednesday (7pm – 9pm), Friday (3pm – 5.30pm), 1st Sat in the month (10am – 12 noon). NB: The Shop is closed in school holidays and does not accept Debit or Credit Cards.   

Before making their promise we will talk to the Beavers about scouting, If parents would like to come along, at this time, please let us know.

Making my promise.
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To become a Beaver and join the scouting movement, the children will be asked to make the scout sign (with their right hand), and repeat the promise after a leader “I promise to do my best, to be kind and helpful and to love god”. 
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The Beavers will then be presented with their brown and white Scarf, Wilton 1st Taunton Badge, The Taunton District / County Badge and most important of all the Scouts world badge. They will then be welcomed as a member of the world wide family of Scouting. 
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We collect Subscriptions (£27 per term), and would be grateful for prompt payment, in sealed envelope clearly labelled with the Beavers name and amount.
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For £27 per term the group pays capitation, building hire, badges, equipment, Campsite fees etc. So as you can imagine your support at Group fundraising events is very much appreciated. 
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Many of the activities we arrange require an appropriate Child to Adult ratio, therefore if we don’t get helpers we simply can’t run activities for the Beavers. 

NB: In Scouting any adult leading or helping with activities must have a cleared scouting CRB check. We encourage parents to complete a CRB form as soon as practicable.

Upon receipt of a cleared CRB, we ask parents to volunteer to help, by putting their name on the weekly program on the board. 

During the summer months we hope to take advantage of holding some Thursday Colony nights and camps at Huish Woods Campsite.
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If you have not  visited Huish Woods before, you have an absolute treat in store when you discover the paradise that Taunton Scout Groups have on their door step. Consisting of 40 acres of mixed woodland and camping ground on the eastern spur of the Blackdown Hills – an area of outstanding natural beauty. Please ask if you need directions.

Our Colony also supports District events including Camps / Fun Days, Beaver Parties and St Georges Day Parade. We look forward to your support. 

Our Scout Group also hold annual events, which is a really useful to enable the Beavers to meet the other sections of the Group (Cubs and Scouts). Events include AGM, Family Barbeques etc 

You will soon discover just how much the Beavers (Cubs & Scouts) love collecting BADGES. Here is a quick taster of the types of badges you can expect to be sewing* on their uniform. 
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Activity badges
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Challenge Badges
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Joining in award
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Chief scouts bronze award.

If you are able to access the Internet, you will find a lot of useful information at:

WWW.Scoutbase.org
Wilton also have their own website where you will find programme details and our contact numbers.

www.wiltonscouts.org.uk
If you can’t access the Internet, please let us know we will do our best to assist. 

* We certainly recommend sewing (as later on, many like to transfer their badges on to a camp fire blanket), however we accept that some parents may prefer “wonder web” type glue. Be warned, there are some badges that only remain on the uniform for one year, if glued, it can look messy when removed from the uniform. 

So how do I roll this … Neckerchief… Scarf….Thing????

It may sound silly, but a really useful top tip, (which really can make the Beavers look really smart in their uniform): after ironing the scarf, you roll it using a fine bean pole or bamboo cane and pull the cane out afterwards. 

We sometimes take photographs of the activities for scouting and reference purposes only. If you have any issues with your child being photographed at scouting events please let us know in writing. 

All Beavers are encouraged to arrive in uniform unless told otherwise. We do acknowledge that during hot weather the beavers will want to discard their jumpers. We would like you to purchase a Wilton t-shirt from the group so when on summer or indoor activites the children can be easily identified as Wilton beavers.  

If you have any issues that you would like to talk to us about please contact us at home, via email or phone, as we have limited time on Thursday nights, where the Beavers come first.  

Brock & Pip

Tel. (01823) 365880

Email: kajabevi@dsl.pipex.com

The diagram below may help when deciding where each badge has to go!
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